IMA KOZHIKODE:

Indian Medical Association was started only in the year 1928 by Dr. B.C. Roy and other founding members and it was the singular distinction of Malabar Branch (original forerunner of the present Kozhikode Branch) to be formed in 1931 itself. At that time the Malabar District comprised of the 6 districts of Kasargode, Kannur, Wynad, Kozhikode, Malappurm and Palghat. Today the Malabar branch of the IMA has flourished into 37 branches. But we are proud of the fact that the Kozhikode branch is still the biggest and most vital branch with 1138 members and an air-conditioned building complex of its own.
 
At that time there were only 3 medical colleges in the Madras State (Madras MC, Stanley & Vizagapatam MC) and there were only 5 in south India, which has now more than 120 medical colleges. But there were 3 medical schools in the Madras State granting the LMP Diploma. They were the Stanley Medical School, the Thanjavur medical school and the Calicut medical school, which was situated in the present office of the Deputy Director, opposite Manachira.The Malabar District Head quarters hospital was also situated in the same compound. Some of the stalwarts from these schools were the early office bearers of the Malabar branch including the first President Dr. B. Rama Baliga & the first Secretary Dr. V. Krishna Menon who was Secretary for 6 years. For the 1 st 15 years, the local hospitals DMOS used to take up the Presidentship of the Association and on can see from the Board in the IMA that many qualified foreign Doctors have occupied the chair. Dr. C.V. Narayana Iyer was President of lthe IMA from 1953 to 56 and also the Municipal Chairman for some years. He was very close with the public especially the poor section and he was very active in the IMA during those times.  Some of the members of the old IMS were also presidents and I believe that the meetings were held in the district headquarters hospital, which was situated in the old medical school building. The District headquarters continued to function in this building till 1945 and I myself have been a patient in this hospital when I was studying for my intermediate class in the Zamorins College.
From 1951-1959, there were stalwarts who really build up the Calicut IMA viz Dr. C.R. Parasuram, U.B. Krishnan. M.K. Koya, V.J Nedungadi, Dr. P.B. Menon & N. Mohandas who were all my contemporaries in Madras. They were an energetic group too and all of them were State Presidents and or State Secretaries. The meeting during these times were held in the beach hospital, in the Asoka hospital and often in the Beach hotel. I took charge as professor of physiology in the Calicut medical college in December 1957. The college was then functioning in the beach hospital and all of us felt, that we should have a building of our own. I succeeded Dr. U.B. Krishnan as the secretary of the Calicut branch in 1959 and Dr. N. Balakrishanan was the president. We made frantic efforts to have a building for the IMA. Collection of money was extremely difficult in those days, what with the pay of a professor of the Medical College being Rs.600 month, and the DMO about Rs 450/- with great difficult, the finance committee consisting of Dr. A.G. Nair & Dr. V. Balram among others was able to collect about Rs. 40,00/-. Meanwhile, this compound, which holds the IMA building came up for sale. There was also a good building of the old style which was originally build by the Parsi Club and which was then under the possession of the officer’s club. Land was quite cheap at that time and the asking price for the land plus building  was Rs. 47000/-. A day was fixed for the registration of the property. In spite of our intense efforts, we were still short of Rs. 7000/- it was their that Dr. T. Balakrishnan invited me to his house and handed over Rs 7000/-. The only condition that he insisted was that his name should not be listed among the donors and that it should be an anonymous friend of IMA. 
It was his munificence, which enabled us to purchase the building and start our activities here. This building served us well for a number of years. However the necessity for a modern building was felt and this was built in 1977, Dr. A. Ramanathan was the Chairman of the Building Committee (collection & construction) during the Presidentship of Dr. T. Gopinath. The total cost for the Building was Rs. 1 lakh and he found it very difficult to collect the same from our members. We have made several visits by the group consisting self, Dr. T. Gopinath and  Dr. Ananthasivan to many doctors at Calicut and surrounding areas. Subsequently a lot of improvements were made in the premise with the presidents and secretaries putting their best efforts. Dr. C.G. Sethumadhavan and Dr. Ramanathan with their pioneering “Kuri” IMA – MBS  has carried on very many developmental activities culminating in air conditioning the hall and also annexe. The new adjacent building was constructed in 1994-95 when Dr. Moidu was the President and Dr. Ramanathan as building committee Chairman for construction. An amount of roughly Rs.12 lakhs were spent out of which Rs. 8 lakhs was the balance in account, after the 1991, All India Conference conducted at Calicut and late Dr. K. Mohan Kumar as Chairman. This building provides separate rooms for KGMOA, QPMPA, Dermatology club, Surgical club, Ortho club, O & G Society, Psychiatric Guild, Urology Club and Nephrology club.
IMA now with its branches like IMA-AMS, IMA Women’s Wing, Thanal – Suicide Prevention Clinic and the Doctor’s Club has really come to a stage of which can be proud of.
We are in the Platinum Jubilee Year of our branch and during this term we are planning to improve our infrastructure and all round activities to march towards a glorious Century. 
